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What Are You Waiting 
on, Christmas? 

Don’t say to your neighbor, “Go away! Come back 
later. I’ll give it tomorrow” — when it is there with 
you. Proverbs 3:28 

When I was young and full of energy and short 
on wisdom and cash, I would play a game with 
my fuel tank. I would wait until the warning light 
came on the fuel gauge, and then I would see how 
much further I could drive before I ran out of 
gas. 

The first time it happened, the light came on and 
I was a mile away from the gas station. The next 
time I drove a couple of miles before refilling the 
tank. Two became three. Three became four. The 
longer I did this, the smaller the 
steps became. I would go 4 
miles then 4.1, then 4.2. I did 
this because money was tight. I 
did this because of the adrena-
line rush of not knowing when 
the car would run out of gas. I 
did this because I was stupid. 

One cold, wet, December day I was driving, and 
the light had yet to come on. I had this thought, 
“Man, I’m getting great gas mileage!” No sooner 
had I thought this than the car sputtered to a 
stop. Not only was I out of gas but I had also 
burned out my warning light. I never played that 
game again. 

Sometimes we procrastinate 
because we are playing a 
game. Sometimes we are 
short on resources. Some-
times we simply hate doing 
what we must do. I was play-
ing a game, but this isn’t the 
only game I’ve played. I’ve 
played the church game as 
well. 

You know this game. You skip a Sunday just to 
see how it affects your life or you go online so 
you can stay in your pajamas with a cup of cof-
fee. Pretty soon you are not going to church or 
watching it online. You don’t read your Bible be-
cause it is not your favorite thing and then you 

find yourself not reading it at all. You skip a 
tithe or an offering and then you find it has been 
a year since you have been faithful. You allow 
sharing opportunities to pass by because you are 
afraid of rejection or ridicule. In all of these 
things you say you will start up again tomorrow. 
Tomorrow becomes next week. Next week                     
becomes next month or next year or maybe                
never. 

What are you waiting for, Christmas? 

Christmas is just around the 
corner. Watch any Hallmark 
Christmas movie and you will 
discover that Christmas is the 
time of year where everyone 
bakes cookies, decorates trees, 
goes ice skating, build snow-
men, spends time with family, 
and find their true love. Well, 
maybe those are exaggera-
tions, but it is a time of happi-
ness and giving, and people 
really do change during the 
Christmas season. So, what are you waiting for, 
Christmas? 

There is no better time to refuel. Special                         
programs are happening at church and it is easy 
to get excited about different services. People are 
more open to giving and receiving. They are 
more open to hearing about Jesus and His birth. 
They are more kind and happier than at any oth-
er time of the year. It is a time for celebration, 
and looking toward the future, and let’s be hon-
est, this year cannot come to an end a moment 
too soon. People want to hear about good news! 

If you are waiting for Christmas, it is almost 
here. People are putting up decorations weeks 
ahead of time because they are starving for good 
news and searching for reasons to celebrate. You 
have good news to share. Share love. Share good 
news. Share Jesus. Start a relationship with 
someone. Start a relationship with Jesus.  Refuel 
your tank, and this time, don’t wait for the light 
to come on. Fill up every day.   
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    We are definitely growing in Sunday School!  So much so, 

we are having to open up more rooms to create more 

space for these little ones!  We are looking  forward to   

January when we go back to having Sunday School at 9:45.  

We would love to have more volunteers.  If you can                          

volunteer one Sunday a month, please come see me! 

Awana Highlights in November! 

December 

2– Nacho Night (Bring a Friend) 

9– Regular Club Night 

16– Awana Christmas Store 

Fall Festival 

Trunk or Treat and the Car Show was a total success!  We had over 400 

people attend.  Thank you to all who helped organize this outreach 

event. 
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What Will Be Happening? 

YEC will be virtual this year, and it 

will be held on January 16. We will 

keep you updated about how this 

effects cost and everything else. 

Tip of the Month 

You all know that parenting     

teenagers is one of the more 

unique challenges in life. It has its 

ups and downs. And no matter if 

you are in a great place right now 

as a parent, or one that feels like 

you’re not doing anything right, 

here is a free pep talk for you. 

Who were your influencers?–  
Think of an adult who influenced 

you in your teenager years. Was it  

a parent, a pastor, a teacher, a 

coach, or some other adult? It 

can be more than one if you were 

blessed with that kind of support 

growing up. How did that person 

or people influence you? Are 

there particular interests they 

helped foster in you that you still 

carry today, like a particular sport 

or hobby? Did they inspire you to 

be more disciplined or focused? 

Try boiling down to one sentence, 

“Because of this person I am 

__________.” 

The hope of your influence–                

So now ask yourself, when your                 

teenager does a similar exercise               

and picks you as one of their       

greatest influences, how do                

you hope they will finish that  

sentence? Holidays like                    

Thanksgiving and Christmas               

usually mean you will have a little 

more time on your hands to be 

with your child. We all want a 

great festive time, but don’t fill it 

up with more things on the “to 

do” list. Take the time to be with 

and talk with your sons and 

daughters. Leverage this extra 

time to be that influence. 

You can ask for help–                  

You probably also knew adults not 

your parents who helped shape 

you. That is the role of our     

ministry. We help step up and  

reinforce those good messages 

you are instilling at home. We 

want to help be a positive                            

influence in your child’s life. Take 

heart: You are doing a great job. 

But it is also ok to ask for some 

help if you want or need it. I hope 

this Christmas is a blessed time of 

year you can spend with your 

children. Merry Christmas                     

everybody!  

-Pastor Jason Baird   
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 …a place of Hope, Help, and Healing. 

 

Stay tune for  

important information  

about the  
 

 

REFUGE MINISTRY CENTER 

and its services 
 

Have a Merry Christmas  

and  

a Happy New Year! 
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Right now we are 
staying in contact 

through email 
posts until the quarantine is   

lifted, and we can meet again. 
Watch your emails from the 

church.  If church does not have 
your email, please send or up-

date your email to them. 
 

Contact Karen Larrabee for more information 

at  karen.larrabee@yahoo.com 
 

 

Women  
Overcoming 
Depression 

One can easily                          
over-whelmed by the 
day-to-day needs and 
stresses of caregiving, 
often times neglecting 

one’s own emotional, physical, and     
spiritual health. This support group will 
offer respite and encouragement as we 
navigate difficult times and foster hope 

for daily challenges.  

This support group will be divided into 
two groups –                                                                       

One for caregivers of the elderly and 
one for caregivers of special needs.                                                                                         

If you are interested or have questions – 
email Karen Larrabee. 

karen.larrabee@yahoo.com   

CAREGIVERS 
SUPPORT GROUP 

GRIEFSHARE is an ongoing grief                                      

recovery support group where you can 

find help and healing for the loss of a 

loved one. 

The group meets every Monday at 

6:30PM in the Ramoth Chapel.  

You can access the Chapel through the office door.   

  Sergio “Woody” Wooden 
(counseling@rbcstafford.org)               

Karen Larrabee 
(karen.larrabee@yahoo.com) 

For more information contact 

mailto:Karen.larrabee@yahoo.com
about:blank
mailto:karen.larrabee@yahoo.com
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 7:00AM SATURDAY                                       
Men’s Bible Study 

 overview of 66 books of the Bible.  
 They will  meet in the Fellowship 
 Hall. 
 Iron Sharpens Iron will meet on                  

Monday, DECEMBER 7 at 7PM.  This 
group will meet in Fellowship Hall for 
social distancing requirements.  
Monthly reading will be:    

 MATTHEW 25     
  

 

For more information about our                           

Men’s Ministry and how you can plug in, 

please contact                                    

Rod Montgomery,                   

sitnchip@gmail.com. 

Join us as we bridge 
the gap between our-

selves and                   
others, youth and 
adulthood,  a life 

once unchanged, but 
now transformed by Christ 

B.R.I.D.G.E. SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
9:30AM in room 103 

We are still not meeting for Sunday Morning Bible 
Study, but we are meeting at 8:45AM and 10:45AM 

for Worship Service. 

Wednesday Discipleship Class 
(room 307) 

is meeting Wednesday at 6:00PM  

 

Katie & Seth Thompson  

Pachess & Sergio Wooden 
 

PRIMETIMER (Sr. Adult Ministry) 
50 years and older) 

As we have focused on the 

months gone by since this                     

pandemic, we must still be very 

careful and use caution when    

resuming our wonderful                        

PrimeTimers meals and meetings 

together.  As we pray for this                   

awful COVID virus to end, we also need to pray for 

our country and our leaders.  Psalm 46:1-3 

Heavenly Father we pray for this virus to leave and 

we pray for you to strengthen our hearts, remind us 

to encourage one another.  Guard our hearts against              

depression.  Give us the strength to rise up each and 

every day and fight against the struggles which seek 

to weigh us down, and again we pray for our great                  

country and for all our leasers.  In Jesus Name. 

 

All Women’s Ministry Bible Studies 

and Events have been suspended until 

further notice. 

For more information about our 

Women’s Ministry and how you can 

plug in, please contact church office 

admin@rbcstafford.org 

MEN’S MINISTRY 

mailto:sitnchip@gmail.com?subject=Men%20Ministry
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Point of Contact for  RBC’s Deacon Ministry needs is Deacon Chairman                            
Gary Graham  540-446-8814 

 
 

DECEMBER 6 

JASON BREIDENBACH       703-254-3445 

DANNY NULL                       540-720-3739 

DECEMBER 13 

CARY VETETO                      931-260-1034 

SAM RANEY      571-334-4256 

DECEMBER 20 

FLAVIUS LUNGOCCIA   540-840-5689 

SHELBY BURNETT    540-903-0470 

DECEMBER 27 

JOE PEARSON   540-628-5383 

CARROLL BLAKE     540-903-7724 

2020 DEACON OFFICERS: 

Chairman   

 Gary Graham 

Co-Chairman        

 Shelby Burnett 

Secretary  

 Chris Hudson 

Master of Arms    

 Seth Thompson 

Deacon Ministry 

 

End of year greetings to the Ramoth Church Family from your Deacon Ministry.  

To say that 2020 has tried our faith would be an understatement, but yet here we stand still proclaiming the 

name of Jesus and gathering to worship Him on a regular basis. As I type this note the presidential election                

results are not yet final and there is still uncertainty, but no matter the final outcome we know that Christ is King 

and he will continue to reign for much longer than 4 years! The deacons are preparing to finalize a ballot that will 

provide the congregation an opportunity to elect at least seven men who will begin to serve on 1 January. Several 

of us have reached the end of our 3 year term and will rotate off at the end of the year. Those who are rotating 

off include Danny Null, Jeff Tyson, Jason Briedenbach, Sam Raney, Seth Thompson and myself. Additionally, Matt 

Sarkissian received military reassignment orders earlier this year and he and Jasmine are now in South Carolina 

at Shaw AFB. Several of the gentlemen who have been nominated to serve are inactive deacons who will be                 

returning to the active roll while others are being called for the first time and will be trained appropriately and 

ordained once the vote has been completed. Circumstances have required us to get somewhat creative to                     

minister to our church body and that includes one of our annual highlights, which is the Widow and Widowers 

Luncheon. Our widows and widowers are a very special part of our body that we are specifically called to care for 

as a deacon body by the Word of God. We look forward to deliver some special gifts that may bless them in lieu 

of the opportunity to gather at the church in the normal way. Please keep this effort in your prayers as we en-

deavor to remind them and all of you that no one is forgotten during this time. In closing I would encourage you 

all to continue to pray for our nation. No man ascends to the mantle of power without God Almighty allowing it 

to happen. Do not allow the world to “muzzle the ox that hath treadeth the corn”. It has been my great honor to 

serve a second time as the chairman of the deacon body, mainly because my fellow deacons honored me making 

the selection. We are in very good hands with great quality men serving as deacons who are led in a more than 

able fashion by Dr Richard. May God bless the Pastor and Terry as they lead us into a new year and that the new 

year be full of hope. 

 In His Service,                                                                                             

Gary Graham  

Next Deacons’ Meeting 

NO DEACONS’ MEETING in DECEMBER 
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The Hughes Home 
    

Send BIRTHDAY CHEER to the Residents 
 

12/2/1935 Marie D.              12/12/1948 Barry K. 
12/3/1946 David T.               12/15/1936 Donald S.  
12/11/1937 Jo R.                   12/24/1933 Marie S. 
                          12/30/1948 Walter N. 
  

HUGHES ADULT HOME 
 100 Caroline Street  Fredericksburg VA ,22401 

The 
Mission 

PLEASE TODAY!!! 
 

YOU can be a BLESSING to OTHERS 

24 CHRISTMAS BACKPACKS WERE DONATED TO THE SBCV ANNUAL DRIVE 
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR GENEROUS DONATIONS 
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DECEMBER 2 

Graham Baird 

Chris Gallager 

Melinda Kube 

Dolores MCGee 

Vera Noel 

Rhonda Waugh 

DECEMBER 3 

Amanda King 

 

DECEMBER 5 

Chrystal Williams 

DECEMBER 6  

Jason Blake 

Becky Raines 

Tara Truax 

DECEMBER 7 

Bill Anderson 

Alicia Scott 

Jasmine Williams  

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 8 

Chuck Hite 

Jeff Johnson 

Danielle Sitko 

Steve Skidmore  

DECEMBER 11 

Bradley Payne 

Denise Spicer 

DECEMBER 12 

Tina Fielding 

Amara Garrison 

Chris Jett 

DECEMBER 13 

Natalie Edson 

Luke Gentry 

Gerardo Martinez 

DECEMBER 14 

Ruby Chapman 

Kelly Skrowoneck 

DECEMBER 15 

Paige Bowman 

DECEMBER 16 

Leila Bloxton 

Ralph Craiger 

Aiden Lee 

Brooke Pickeral 

DECEMBER 17 

Ethan Munoz 

DECEMBER 19 

JoAnn Embrey 

David Osborne 

Randy Tydings 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 20 

Grace Pearson 

DECEMBER 22 

Robert Atkins 

DECEMBER 23 

Amanda Kolandjian 

DECEMBER 24 

Paul Germain 

Max Waugh 

DECEMBER 25 

Madison Blake 

Gary Graham, Jr. 

DECEMBER 26 

Karen Larrabee 

DECEMBER 28 

Josh Doerr 

Kenneth English 

Betty Fitzgerald 

DECEMBER 29 

Aubrey Hooker 

Danny Leech 

DECEMBER 30 

Kason Ventro 

DECEMBER 31 

Melissa Baird 

Andrew Kolandjian 

Kay Mehochko 

 

STEWARDSHIP & ATTENDANCE                     

REPORT (AS OF 11/22/2020 

Undesignated Giving to date:  

$820,784.60 

Expenses to date:        

$774,925.95 

Designated Giving to date:     

$54,711.64 

Average Worship Attendance for November 

254 
 

Give in person, by mail,  

or online at                                  
www.rbcstafford.org 

RAMOTH CEMETERY  

MEMORIAL FUND 

 

Balance October 1, 2020  $141,734.00 

      Memorial Gifts   $         0.00 

     Paid Out Mowing & Fuel  $         0.00 

Balance October 31, 2020  $141,734.00

Due to COVID-19 restrictions                                   
there will not be the 

Lottie Moon / Ramoth                                                        
Christmas Post Office this year. 

mailto:www.rbcstafford.org
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Hard to believe that we are winding up 2020.  Maybe it’s a relief!  I have been blessed to be 
your treasurer for months now.  My first impressions, as I counted and booked your gifts, 

was one of amazement at your generous giving.  I love the little notes some of you write on 
your checks, like “Praise Jesus”.  Ramoth has been so blessed this year by your                           

giving.  Currently, we are 75% through the year, and your giving is almost 74% of our         
budget.  What an amazing thing.  Because of the restrictions we have faced, we have been 
unable to spend some of our ministry dollars.  However, we were able to use that cash to 
do some much needed improvements, like our beautiful new parking lot.  As we approach 

the end of the year, please continue your generosity, both for our budget, and also for                 
Lottie Moon.  While other churches are still closed, and their giving has dropped                       
significantly, we are still supporting SBCV, the convention and missionaries full 

strength.   God will bless you because of your giving!   

We anticipate providing your tithe records before the end of January. Remember your fi-
nance team, Tammy Snyder and myself, are all new to this process.  We will work to get 

them to you as early as possible. If you have any questions or believe there are any errors, 
feel free to let us know.  I can be reached  at finance@rbcstafford.org or Tammy at 

bookkeeper@rbcstafford.org. 

We hope you have blessed holidays and looking forward to seeing you in 2021.  God has                      
amazing things in store for Ramoth! 

2020 Charitable contributions  

Must be postmarked (by Post Office) no 
later than December 31 for your 
contributions to count as a 2020 

contribution. You also may drop your 
tithe/offering in person at the office 

through  December 24, 2020 

Any contribution not received 
by December 31 in accordance with the 
Federal requirement must be counted 

for 2021.  This includes online 
giving,  so we recommend you  submit 

BEFORE December 27, 2020. 
  

ALL reimbursement need to be received 
by close of business on December 18, 

SAVE THE 

DATE 

December 13 

8:45 AM & 

10:45AM 
 

Exalted Worship 

Choir 

Presents 

CHRISTMAS  

FOREVER AMEN 
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Ramoth Baptist Church 
478 Ramoth Church Road 

Stafford, VA 22554 

 Family Worship Services 

on Sundays at 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

Sunday School (birth-5th grade) at 10:45 AM 

 

 Wednesday Activities for Adults 

6:00 PM (young Adults) and 6:30PM (Adults) 

Sunday Evening at 6:00PM Youth Activities 


